The use of antimicrobial agents in children with fever during chemotherapy-induced neutropenia: the importance of risk stratification.
Children with fever and chemotherapy-induced or cancer-associated neutropenia should be assessed with complete history and physical examinations, undergo appropriate diagnostic studies, and promptly receive broad-spectrum empirical antimicrobial therapy. Assessment of risk for severe infection is crucial in determining the appropriate antimicrobial, route, venue, and duration of empirical antimicrobial therapy and need for prophylactic antimicrobial agents.